Tara Moore shows son Blaine that his father, Randy
Moore, has the same cochlear implants that he does.

A SOUND
DECISION

Dad, 2-year-old son enter
world of hearing together,
thanks to surgical implants
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By Krista Larson
Staff Wit of The Dallss Wormizg Hew
andy Moore has never heard his
sof ery. And Biains Moore, who
Iirns 2 next week, has never
henrd hig dad's comforting vaice.
All that should change In the months

For father and son, both deaf since
infancy, Monday marked a new chapier in
their ves; Cochlesr mplssits allowsd them
10 tnke the first step into the hearing world
— logether,

“Ieel ke today is the first day of Blaine's
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Blaine and Mr. Moore had the devices programmed
Monday at Medical City Dallas Hospital,

1ife." aald Tara Moore, Blaings mother. “This
1= 0 huge beginming for ns

The implants hove become relatively
oommody, Dr. Robart Petins saad, Buat this waa
the first tme be had done the necessary
Surgioul procedurs on a father and son.

Mr. Moore, who spent his first 36 vears in
virtoal silence, sald he fesls fortunste Thst
hiz son will be ahis to communicate in the
hearing world from an early sge

“I'want him to have a better Life than me ™
the Garland man sald “I'm helplng him 1o be
normal I'm giving Blaineg A betlur chance

Pleass see IMPLANTS on Page [8A.



Implants let father, son hear for 1st time

Contingad from Page 11A.
than [ had."

The two have underpons the
process together from start to finish.
Both had surgery July 21 to implant
the device, which provides electrical
stimulation to anditory nerve fibersin
the cochlea, part of the inner ear.

And Monday, each had his device
digitally programmexd (0 meet his
of learning o interpret souwmnd,

- Blaine, who remained oblivious to
e process, had his father alongside
BEAD EXAmMple.

. "Look, Blaine,” Ms. Moore, 26, told
her son as he tried 1o understand why
he Was wearing o device on his ear,
“Daddy’s got ane. It's like yours,”

In wns an nnexpected twist that
tather and son could benefit from the
operation, which an estimated 3,000
peapile warldwide have each year,

The Moores initially contacted Dr.
Paters hoping Rlaine could receive
the implant. After meeting other local
children with the implants, Ms. Moore
satidd, they kmew this would be the best
apportunity for their son.

"I it didn't work,” she said, "he
thidn't have anything to lose "

Only after talkirg to Dr. Peters did
Mr. Moore lenrn he conld also benefit

from the surgery. Unlike most adult
implant recipients who lost their
hearing later in life, Mr, Moors was
born profoundly deaf and doubied the
implant wonld work for him.

But his parents had taught him to
lip-read and speak, making him an
excellent candidnte,

“Because he waes in the hearing
world and not in the deaf culture, he
was & candidate for the implant,” D,
Peters said,

Blaine, who turns 2 next Tuesday,
will spend just & fraction of his life in
silence.

His mother said it was little
consolation when people assured har
that Blaine and Mr. Moore did not
kmow what they were missing in the
hearing world

“I know what they’re missing out
on," she sald. *"There's no reason for &
child 1o be deaf.”

Now Blaine will know the sonnd
water makes when he splashes it, his
mother said.

"He's golng 1o be shocked when he
gets home and finds out everything
makes noise,” she said. “l keep buying
all these videotspes snd toys that talk.
If it makes noise T buy it

But first, Blaine and Mr. Moore
must undergo spedch therapy for
feveral vears fn makes sense of what

they now henr.

"They don't know things in their
world make sound,” Dr, Peters sald of
children as young &5 Blaine, “It mkes
months toJearn that"

On Mondsy, Blaine wis initiaily
frightened by the sounds he heard. He
whimpered and touched his ear.

As he grows older, Bloine will
understand the sounds and be abie 1o
communicate — something his
mother appreciates,

Il he ever gets last, he can ask for
help," Ms. Mooresadd. “If he's staying
&t his grandmaother’s, | can call him
and tell him [ miss him,"

Mr. Moore and Bloine and will visit
an auditory-verbal therapist abont
twice & week for several years nnfil
they have improved their hesring and
languege: skills.

Although the snccess is not
guaranteed, both are expected to see
results from the implants

"We never can predict, but we can
tell parents what other children have
done,” sald Linda Daniel, the
suditory-verbal therapiet who will
work with the family.

[n the months and years to come,
Ma. Moore ssidd, father and son will
BroOw £ven closer,

“His dad finally gets to hear Blaine
lnugh snd piay " she sajd.



